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Leading players in sustainable development debate solutions to ‘greatest’ global challenge
Some of the world’s leading experts in sustainable development gathered in the Chicago today (Monday, 8th November 2010) at a major UNEP Seminar to discuss how local authorities can implement practical solutions against climate change.  

Chaired by UN environmental consultant, Jan-Gustav Strandenaes (Norway), the seminar opened the final day of the 14th International Awards for Liveable Communities being held in Chicago. 

Panellists at the seminar included Tim Mitchell, Chief Superintendent and CEO of Chicago Park District, who outlined how Chicago is facing the environmental challenges of the 21st century.

Research professor and author Kathryn Best outlined proposals for turning the thematic challenges from Rio Plus 20 into something practical for local communities. 

Emilio d’Alessio (Italy), Secretary General for the Forum of Adriatic and Ionian Cities and President of Agenda 21 addressed possible consequences the outcome of the Rio Plus 20 Conference for municipalities.

 Felix Dodds of Stakeholder Forum in the UK outlined how he believes communities can contribute to the success of Earth Summit 2012, Rio Plus 20.
Jan-Gustav Strandenaes said: “The challenges posed in particular by climate change and in general terms by sustainable development are profound: radical long-term changes in terms of both production and consumption patterns and systems as nations move to develop low-carbon strategies. 

 

“If this challenge is to be met, we will, over the next generation, need to invoke thorough and far-reaching change in our thinking, planning and implementation systems.”
Alan Smith, chief executive of LivCom said: “LivCom is endorsed by the United Nations Environment Programme and together we signed a Memorandum of Understanding in 2007. Staging a high level UN Seminar at our awards finals ensures that these issues are debated in front of an extremely knowledgeable professional audience with the direct ability to effect change at community level. This is exactly where, with an issue of the magnitude of climate change, it is vital lessons are learned to bring new innovation as well as changes to behaviour that will safeguard the planet.” 
Delegates from around the world have attended the LivCom finals spending the past five days making their case for the achievements of their towns and cities in a bid to receive the coveted title of “world’s most liveable community”. 
In the towns and cities section, a total of thirty five delegations qualified for the final. 

Chicago follows Washington as the second city in the USA to host the prestigious international LivCom finals, devoted to sustainable development, quality of life and the environment in communities. Judges evaluate the communities approach to individual criteria for sustainable development – enhancement of the landscape, heritage management, environmentally-sensitive practices, community sustainability and planning for the future.
The final results will be announced at an awards ceremony tonight (Monday 8th November) at the Hilton Hotel, Michigan Avenue, Chicago. 

ENDS

Note to editors:

LivCom Awards are made in three categories covering Whole City, Sustainable Projects and a Bursary Award. In 2009, there were there were more than 280 entries and the finalists included 23 project finalists, 28 whole community award contenders and four finalists bidding for the Bursary Award. More than 50 countries were represented. One of the key drivers of the awards is that delegates benefit from the opportunity to exchange knowledge and best practice ideas during two days of presentations by colleagues from towns and cities from around the globe.



LivCom is non-political, embracing all nations and cultures, and over 50 countries are represented within the Awards. The LivCom Awards are the only forum in which International Best Practice may be observed and developed, and participation in the Awards is an investment in the future of a community.
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